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Patterson High School 75 cents December 2009—January 2010 

By Chelsea Cesaro &  
       Annamarie Beesser  

 On Wednesday, November 
18, 2009 the Art Club met after 
school to have a conference call 
with Jeff Ellis, an Army Chaplain 
in Iraq, to better understand the 
Iraqi side of the operation school 
supplies fundraiser. The Opera-
tion School Supplies fundraiser is 
an outreach program that our sol-
diers, airmen, sailors, marines 
and civilian contractors coordi-
nate by communicating to their 
friends and families back at home 
in the U.S. about the necessity for 
school supplies for the needy 
school children in Iraq.  T h e 
Patterson high school National 
Art Honor Society (NAHS) and 

Art Club recently selected opera-
tion school supplies as their on-
going fundraiser, and they will be 
buying and accepting donations 
of school supplies to send to the 
needy children in Iraq throughout 
the school year. The NAHS and 
Art club had successfully raised 
$75 for operation school supplies 
as of Thanksgiving. 
 On the day that Ms. Aspen-
sen, the advisor for the Art club 
and NAHS, planned to buy the 
supplies, Business & Finance stu-
dents, Robin Hernandez, Randy 
DeLaCruz,  and Benjamin 
DeLaCruz came by to talk about 
the school store, which gave Ms. 
Aspensen the brilliant idea to pur-
chase the school supplies for the 
fundraiser from the school store. 
  The school supplies needed 
for the organization are items 
such as glue sticks, colored mark-
ers; colored pencils, erasers, pen-
cil sharpeners, safety scissors, 
plastic rulers, pens, pencils, and 
spiral notebooks. 
Due to religious sensitivities, they 
will not accept items that display 

religious symbols, writ ings, 
events, dates, etc. No patriotic 
themed or offensive supplies are 
accepted (no American flags or 
other similar decoration). Items 
that have personal names or ad-
dresses, web sites or telephone 
numbers cannot be used. 
 If any students or teachers 
have any money or appropriate 
school supplies that meet the re-
quirements stipulated that they 
would like to donate, please see 
Ms.Aspensen in room 213.  
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Teens Raise Money and Spirits for Toys for Tots 
   By Monica Martinez 

 The Law & leadership 
program is conduct ing its 
annual Toys for Tots fund-
raiser to raise money to buy 
toys for needy children for 
Chr istmas. The Toys for 
Tots program has co llected 
81.3 mil l ion toys and $487 
mill ion do llars from 1991-
2008 .  Co ncu r r en t ly t he 
foundat ion provided over  
$6.3 mil l ion worth of pro-
mot ion and support  mater i-
als which enable local Toys 
for Tots coordinators like 
the Law & Leadership pro-
gram to conduct more effec-
t ive local campaigns.  
 The Law and Leader-
ship program is ra is ing 
money by sell ing photo but-
tons in the cafeter ia dur ing 
lunch, and co llect ing money 

dur ing homeroom dur ing 
the ent ire month o f Decem-
ber. 
 The Patterson Law & 
Leadersh ip  program has 
been ra is ing money fo r  
Toys for Tots for several 
years. At  the end o f the 
fund ra ise r ,  t he y bought  
new toys for the kids and 
distr ibuted them to the chil-
dren at  the Salvat ion Army.  
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EDITORIAL POLICY : The Patterson 
Press' opinion page is intended to ac-

quaint readers with varying viewpoints 

on matters of concern to teachers and 
students at Patterson, and our commu-

nity and business partners and parents. 

Guest columns and letters to the editor 

reflect the opinions of the writers only.  

 

LETTER POLICY : To enhance the 
public discussion on issues, the Chroni-

cle encourages letters from our readers. 

Letters should be no more than 300 

words and must include the writer’s first 

and last name (no initials), home ad-

dress and daytime phone number. Ad-

dresses and phone numbers may be used 
for verification but will not be pub-

lished. Letters may be edited for gram-

mar, taste, brevity and libel. Thank-you 

letters, letters in poetic style or domi-

nated by scripture quotations will not be 

published. We will also not knowingly 

print letters sent to other publica-
tions.Letters may be mailed to the editor 

at the Patterson Press, Patterson High 

School, 100 Kane Street, Baltimore, 

MD, 21224, or by e-mail to  

pattersonpress@pattersonhs.com. 

Have an Opinion? 
 

We’d like to hear it. Write a Let-
ter to the Editor in response to 
one of this issue’s articles and 
deliver it to Ms. Aspensen in 
Room 213 by January 20th. 

Dear Editor, 
 It is appropriate for school 
police/resource officers to use 
mace in the halls during a fight 
when people have weapons and 
when it’s a big fight, or when peo-
ple are not moving. 
Some alternatives to using mace 
could be to use their hands, be-
cause mace really burns your eyes 
and your mouth. 
                                                                                              
Sincerely,      
Anthony  Dandridge 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 It is appropriate for school 
police/resource officers to use 
mace in the halls during a fight 
when there are too many people 
and they can’t get to the fight Some 
alternatives to using mace might be 
to use their hands mace really hurts 
your eyes. 
 
Sincerely, 
Damonta’ Ray 

Dear Editor, 
 
          During school hours, I be-
lieve that it’s appropriate to use 
mace when there are big fights 
such as gang fights. I personally 
think that mace is the only thing 
that could be used to prevent fights. 
 
Sincerely                                                                                                                    
Jasmine Brown 
 
  
Dear Editor, 
 
 It’s appropriate to use mace 
when there’s a fight and the people 
involved will not stop. Another 
thing that the school security can 
use is tazors. Mace can get into 
other peoples mouths and eyes 
even people that aren’t fighting. 
But tazors  can only hurt the per-
son.                   
                                                                                                                             
Sincerely                                                                         
Donovan Holmes                                                      

Dear Editor, 
 
      I think it is appropriate to use 
mace only when there is a serious 
and dangerous fight with a very 
big crowd. I don’t think that it is 
really necessary to use mace just 
because there are kids in the hall-
way. That really is not an excuse 
to use mace. Instead of using 
mace I think that you should just 
let the police handle the situation 
appropriately and let them deal 
with it. All situations do not call 
for using mace because then they 
would just be using it just be-
cause they have it.  
                                                                                     
Sincerely,                                                                    
Shamara Singletary 
 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
                  I don’t think there is a 
time to use mace in the school 
hallways because most of the stu-
dents who get maced are minors. 
Instead of using mace they could 
use water. Another reason you 
shouldn’t use mace is because 
some students might have an al-
lergic reaction to one of chemi-
cals mixed in and with that hap-
pening the school could catch a 
court case. 
                                                                                                
Sincerely,                                                                                                          
Ronald Cook 

Dear Editor, 
 
  I don’t think it is appropri-
ate to use mace in schools at all. 
When school police or hall moni-
tors use mace, it could affect our 
students and / or teachers who  
have health problems, such as 
asthma or a respiratory disease, 
and they could possibly die based 
on the amount of mace sprayed. 
 Also we are in school not 
jail. We have not committed a 
crime we are stu-
dents trying to get 
an education. Cor-
rectional officers 
use mace in correc-
tional facilities to 
break up fights; 
school police offi-
cers/ hall monitors 
shouldn’t have to 
use it. 
 A secondary option that 
school police should take into 
consideration is just break the 
fight up with their hands, not us-
ing nightsticks mace or any other 
weapons. If you treat students 
like prisoners there is a possibil-
ity that they will become crimi-
nals in the future. 
  
Sincerely,                                                                                      
Stephanie Leonard 

Dear Editor, 
 
    I believe only in the most 
chaotic situations mace should be 
used. There are other ways to get 
control over the students, than to 
mace them. There are plenty of 
alternative ways to get control 
such as water, whistles or the se-
curity. 
                                                                                               
Sincerely,                                                                                                         
Kevonna Moses 
 
 
Dear Editor, 

 
 It is appropri-
ate to use mace when 
the people in the fight 
pull out a weapon or 
when someone draws 
blood. 
 Some alterna-
tives to using mace 
could be to let them 
break it up them-
selves. 
       

Sincerely,                                                                                  
Allyce Black 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
  It is only appropriate to use 
mace in the halls if there is a fight 
that you cannot break up and 
someone is really getting hurt. In-
stead of using mace you can use 
force to stop fights and dangerous 
situations. 
 
Sincerely,  
Diana Brown 

Dear Editor,  
 
 Using mace can be very dan-
gerous but may be necessary for 
negative situations, like violence, 
which may lead to murders and 
should be stopped before actions 
go farther, and mace can solve this 
issue.  I think mace is the best way 
to solve these instead of another 
weapons like tasers. 
 
Sincerely,  
Tyrekia Jackson     

 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
 I think it is appropriate to 
use mace in the hallways when 
things get out of hand. What I 
mean by out of hand is when the 
fight gets out of control. If two or 
more fights are going on at once it 
is hard to control. Especially when 
there are gang fights going on. 
What else are you going to do? I 
understand that it is not safe but 
when things get out control there is 
not much left you can do. If mace 
is really that bad then Patterson 
could get more resource officers to 
control the school. 
     
Sincerely, 
Brittany Wright                   



OP-ED 

B o y s ’  B a s k e t b a l l  
By Angela Gray 

                                                                        
 During December, the 
Boys’ Varsity and Junior Varsity 
Basketball team began the 2009-
2010 season. 

This year Coach Callahan 
is the coach of the Junior Varsity 
teams. Coach Martin is the head 
coach of the varsity basketball 
team, and Coach Lewis is Assis-
tant Coach.  

They are very confident 
for their chances of winning. “This 
is the best team that we’ve had 
since I’ve been here,” said Coach 
Lewis. Coach Callahan said, “We 
have a lot of new talent and we’re 
improving everyday.” 

The boys could look for-
ward to a very successful season. 
With leading returning scorer 
Brian Lewis, and returning leading 
rebounder Tyrell Addison. The 
leaders of junior varsity, John 
Hunter and Robert William, are 

the backbone of their team.  
Callahan is looking for his 

leaders to help new players to 
learn skills to be better players and 
what it means to be a Patterson 
basketball player. “We have a lot 
of veterans which equal great team 
chemistry,” replied Coach Lewis. 

 On Monday, December 7, 
2009 Patterson High School var-
sity boys’ basketball team won 
against Reginald F. Lewis, with a 
final score of 46-26. Prior to the 
game, the boys performed in 3 
scrimmages games. All 3 scrim-
mages were a success. Varsity 
won all 3 scrimmage games. 

“Anything less than a 
championship would be a disap-
pointment,” stated Coach Lewis. 
But at the end of the day, all the 
team wants is student and staff to 
come and show their support. 
Hopefully our school family could 
come together and should our sup-
port for our “Mighty Clippers” 

Monday December 7th, 2009 @ Western 

Wednesday December 9th,2009 @ City 

Tuesday December 15th,2009 @ Poly 

Thursday December 17th,2009 Dunbar 

Monday December 21st,2009 @ Digital Harbor 

Thursday January 7th,2009 Douglass/Forest Park 

Thursday January 14th,2009 Carver 

Thursday January 28th,2009 @ North Western 

Tuesday February 2nd,2009 Mervo 

3 

Dear Editor, 
  
 I do not think it is appropri-
ate to use mace in any situation in 
school. It is dangerous and it stays 
in the halls for a long time. Stu-
dents who were not in the incident 
are always the ones who get in 
harms way of the mace. The police 
should use sirens instead to dis-
perse a crowd. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cierra McCoy 
     
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
 The appropriate time to use 
mace is if there is a big fight and 
you feel you cannot control the 
situation. It helps calm students 
down. At the same time, it can be 
very harmful, other that can be 
done is blow a horn, get more po-
lice and help solve student’s prob-
lems before they get out of hand. 
 
Sincerely,     
Dakea Livingston 
 
 
    
 
Dear Editor, 
 
 I am writing this letter to 
inform you that I think it is wrong 
for Patterson’s Resource Officers 
to spray mace in the school when 
there is not an altercation going 
on. In addition, I do not under-
stand why they spray it, because it 
does not do anything but make   
more trouble. There are many stu-
dents with asthma and mace trig-
gers it. When asthma is triggered, 
it can get serious and very danger-
ous. In addition, mace is too brutal 
for school students. Personally, I 
do not think it is that serious for 
mace to be sprayed for no reason 
at all. Maybe the Resource Offi-
cers can find other ways to get stu-
dents out the halls other then 
spraying mace and risking stu-
dents getting seriously hurt. 
 
Sincerely, 
B’ionca Brown 

Dear Editor, 
  
 I think it is appropriate to 
use mace in the hallways when 
nobody is following directions and 
moving along. I think that using 
mace in the hallway is far past 
rude to those who don’t do any-
thing. I think that they can at least 
use a tazor or wave it in the air to 
scare the kids away 
                                                                                              
Sincerely,                                                                    
Lakisha W 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
  It is appropriate for school 
police to use mace only when it’s 
a very, very dangerous situation or 
when weapons are involved. Some 
alternatives to using to using mace 
could be to break it up or try to 
calm them down. 
                                                                                                 
Sincerely,                                                                                                         
Shakira Lloyd 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
 I think it is not right to spray 
people in a school building with 
mace. I feel this way because there 
are people in here that are sick, 
pregnant, or might have a bad re-
action to the mace.  I do under-
stand that they want students out 
of the hallways during class but 
they should not be using mace to 
make them go to class. If students 
are not going to class, it is not 
hurting anyone but himself or her-
self. Therefore, mace is not needed 
in school for any reason except 
fights and major “craziness” and 
even then, it should be used care-
fully. 
                                                                        
Sincerely,                                                          
Nicole Powell 

Recent Update:  Since this article was written, the team’s support has increased with 
having both students and teachers come to cheer on the swim team. Our record is 
currently 3-2 defeating Western, Dunbar, and Douglass. 

P a t t e r s o n  S w i m  Te a m  
By Diana Brown 
 

The 2009-2010 swim 
season has just  recent ly star ted 
at  Pat terson High School .  Al l 
swimmers new and returning 
have come to join  the team to 
have another  great season.  

Last  year ’s swim team 
worked ver y hard and did wel l .  
The season was up and down 
wi th  a mix of win  and loses.  In 
the end,  the gir ls took 3r d 
place overal l  in  the Ci ty 
Championsh ips.   

The swim team last 
year  did not  get  much suppor t 
from our  peers here at Pat ter -
son.  Th is year  I  know the swim 
team would l ike to see more 
people come out  and watch  the 
swim meets.  The suppor t  and 
spir i t wi l l help the team swim 
faster  and be pumped up.  I f the 
team had more suppor t ,  they 
wi l l  do bet ter  and exceed the 
record from last  year .  So come 
out  and suppor t the Patterson 
swim team. 

I  know that  swimming 
is not  as fast  paced and exci t -
ing as basketbal l ,  but  th ink of 
a neck and neck race were the 
last  second determines who 
wins the race.  These are the 
t imes were the races wi l l  put 

you on the edge of the seat  and 
give you an exh i larat ing rush. 
Our  fi rst home meet wi l l  be 
Thursday December  17t h, 2009. 
Admission  wi l l  be free and 
students wi l l  en joy the exper i -
ence.  The swim team should 
get  just  as much as suppor t as 
basketbal l  and wrest l ing. The 
swimmers work just  as hard at 
pract ice ever yday.  Just  l ike the 
other  teams. So wh y don ’t  we 
get  as much as suppor t  as 
them? The swim team has 
worked ver y hard, and im-
proves more and more ever y-
day.  When the swim team has 
home meets,  students and 
teachers should real ly come 
check the team out. I t wi l l  be 
fun  and the team would real ly 
appreciate i t.   

Please come show your  
suppor t  for  the swim team. 
Help the team boost  our  record 
from last  year , so far  they 
have beat Western  High School  
on  Monday December  7t h, 2009 
for  the fi rst  t ime since 1991.  
The season is off to a great 
star t and the team hopes to 
keep up the great  work.  

Below is a table con-
sist ing of the Patterson Swim 
Team schedules so facul t y and 
students know when to at tend. 

By Zahia Reguieg 
 

 On November 20, 2009, 
New Moon, the second movie in 
the Twilight Saga and the most 
anticipated movie, was finally 
released. 
 New Moon is based on a 
fictional romance between a hu-
man teenage girl and a century-
old vampire. Although Edward is 
a 109 years old, he is forever fro-
zen at the age of 17. Bella is now 
18 and does not want to make a 
big deal out of her birthday, be-
cause she is now a year older than 
Edward. 
 Disaster strikes because of 
a simple paper cut. Edward takes 
drastic action to protect her, but 
little does he know he is actually 

hurting her.  
 In the space created by Ed-
ward’s remedy, Bella is reac-
quainted with her friend Jacob. 
They become best friends and 
begin to bond over a project they 
worked on together. 
 They begin to see each 
other in a new light, but that is 
soon interrupted when Bella finds 
out Edward is in danger. Bella 
leaves the country to save him, 
but faces obstacles; primarily the 
Volturi. 
 This movie was twice as 
good as the first. Filled with ro-
mance, action, and the supernatu-
ral, it is easy to see why it be-
came the #1 movie in the world 
upon its release.                        

Movie Review:  
New Moon 



4 

Sharing the Holiday Spirit with the Mentors 
By Chelsea Cesaro  
 
 On Tuesday, December 15, 
the law students who are in the 
Community Law In Action (CLIA) 
program, participated in the annual 
Reverse Mentor Day. 
 The day started off in the me-
dia center, where all the students 
and their mentors met up and en-
joyed a nice breakfast. 
 Once breakfast ended, the 
mentors and their mentees broke up 
into small groups and went to their 
mentee’s first period of the day to 
get a first hand look at a typical 
school day in their mentee’s life. 
 When first period ended, the 
mentors and the mentees all headed 

back to the media center to engage 
in a debate based on a popular con-
troversial YouTube video. The stu-
dents and mentors were all divided 
up by law firms into two teams and 
each team had to pick three stu-
dents to deliver an opening state-
ment, rebuttal, and closing argu-
ment. 
 Once the debate ended, the 
mentees and their mentors were 
divided up and were sent on a scav-
enger hunt. Each team was given a 
paper with questions and had to go 
all around the school building to 
find the answers. Questions ranged 
from “what is the tree topper on the 
tree in the main office?” to “finding 
two faculty members who have had 

an impact on you and 
introduce them to 
your mentors” When 
all the mentees found 
all their answers to 
their questions they 
headed back to the 
media center for 
lunch. 

 At lunch 
everyone en-
joyed delicious 
chicken wraps 
and nuggets 
from chick-fil-a  
along with cake 
and juice and 
the holiday sea-
sonal egg nog. 
 During lunch an activity was 
given to all the law firms and their 
mentees to create a song using the 
tune of another song but had to 
change the words so that it included 
all of the mentees names and sent 
the message saying why that law 
firm was the 
best one. 
 E ve r y-
one had great 
songs and used 
C h r i s t m a s 
themed tunes. 
After the songs 
were pre-
sented, every-
one gathered 

around to finish up eating, socializ-
ing, and giving gifts. 
 Everyone was having a great 
time. When the day was beginning 
to come to a close, everyone said 
their goodbyes and took pictures 
and are now awaiting for next 
month’s mentor day. 

I n December, Mr. Horlacher conducted 
a “Best Fairytale” contest and asked 
the Patterson Press to judge them. This 
is the winning entry.  
 
By Brittany Green 
 Once upon a time in the 
village of Nowhere Far Away, 
Were there lived a Queen named 
Brittany. She had everything she 
always wanted. However, in late 
September, Brittany found her-
self missing something in her life 
she could not put her finger on. 
She took a walk to the lake near 
her house. 
 Around noon, Brittany sat 
alone and discovered that she 
was missing out on love. She 
never had a boyfriend, someone 
to love, or  to even call  her  own. 
She really never looked because 
she always had something to do. 
 So right after she discov-
ered what she was missing, she 
ran home to tell her mother and 
father her plan to find love. She 
came up with a plan to throw a 
ball and let everyone in the vil-
lage come. Mostly all the guys, 
her mom and dad were happy 
with her plan, and wanted to do 
all they could do to help. They 
began to plan the day after that, 
setting up the place they would 
have it in. A week later, Brittany 
sent messengers to the people in 
Nowhere Far Away, and told 
everyone about her ball, to let 
them know what they should 
wear. Mostly every man in the 

town must have come. On that 
day everyone came to stand and 
listen to what the messengers had 
to say. “Hearye Hearye: Queen 
Brittany is having a ball and 
wants everyone know that they 
can come bring a friend. Mostly 
guys because this is her ball, to 
find the missing piece in her 
life.” Everyone smiled and took 
off to find something to wear to 
the Queen’s ball. 
 The next morning Brittany 
was up earlier than she ever has 
before, trying so many different 
dresses from long to short, from 
ugly to cute, from small to big. 
She was so unhappy. She could 
not find the right dress. 
 Then she heard a knock on 
the door: "Knock Knock.” She 
said, “Come in.” Her mother 
came in carrying a long, lovely, 
gold and black dress. 
 “Here Brittany. Try this 
on,” her mother said. 
 “Alright,” Brittany tried on 
the dress, and she loved it. She 
began to dance around in front of 
her mirro0r. She put on her make
-up, and got her hair touched up, 
and went downstairs. When she 
looked at the time it was 6:45pm. 
The ball would start at 7:00, so 
she was right on time. 
 She sat down in her seat 
were she always sat when there 
was something big going on. The 
door opened and she watched as 
many men came through the 

door. They all greeted her with a, 
“How do you do, Queen Brit-
tany.” She replied “Great”. 
 Everyone started to meet 
and greet one another. The Queen 
danced a few times, but found 
herself mostly sitting down 
alone. Around 10:30 she was not 
having a good time.  Every guy 
she met was not her type she 
started to think she should of just 
went on a couple of dates instead. 
Right before she got up about to 
walk to the lake this man stepped 
in front of her “What is the long 
face for Queen Brittany?” She 
looked up to see the evil em-
peror ,she tried to run but did not 
get far before he stopped her, and 
told her “I will give you a wish 
for a kiss” she yelled “NO” and 
kicked him.  She ran, no one 
even knew she was gone. She 
cried as she ran. She fell into the 
seat and put her face in her hands 
and said to herself “Why me?”  
Then she heard a voice say,” 
Why the long face on your ball 
day?” She looked up to see her 
fairy Godmother. Queen Brittany 
said,” I cannot find love no mat-
ter what I do; and what are you 
doing here? Are you here to take 
me away, because I want to be 
anywhere but here.” The fairy 
Godmother looked to the sky and 
then back down at Brittany and 
said, “I will give you one wish. 
Make your wish a good one be-
cause you only get one.” Queen 

Brittany was shocked and hugged 
her fairy Godmother then she 
cleaned her face with her hands 
and began to make her wish. She 
closed her eyes and said “I wish 
for true love; someone to call my 
own.” she opened her eyes to see 
that her fairy godmother was 
gone. 
 She sat back down and 
said, “I knew this was not real.” 
She looked to the side to see a 
nasty frog sitting next to her. She 
tried to wave the frog away but it 
did not move, so she just sat 
there. “Ugh,” she said, as she 
slouched down in her seat. The 
frog then jumped on her. She 
yelled and ran up the field back 
to the house were the ball was 
taking place. 
 Before she got there she 
remembered that her fairy god-
mother’s wishes always had a 
twist. She ran back down to the 
lake where the frog still sat on 
the chair. She picked up the frog 
and kissed it. Before her eyes, the 
frog turned into a man. She took 
his hand and kissed him again, 
and then they took off up the hill 
back to the ball. Before anyone 
could make another move, she 
jumped up on the stage and said, 
“Everyone I found my King! 
Everyone was so happy for her 
she kissed the King once again 
and they lived on Forever & 
Ever. 

Fairytales: “Forever & Ever”  
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  By Shymia Po indexter 

 
 O n  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  
20 09 ,  t he  S k i l l s  US A 
me mber s went  to  Ocean 
C it y fo r  a  co mpet it io n.
 T h e  S k i l l s  U S A 
me mber s were go ne f ro m 
Thur sday No vember  5t h t o  
F r i d a y  N o v e m b e r  6t h .  
When t hey re t ur ned.  T hey 
s t ayed a t  t he Carouse l  
Reso r t  ho t e l and co ndo -
min iums.   
 The Sk i l l  me mbers   
needed t o  know t he sk i l ls  
US A p ledge.  A lso  t hey  
needed t o  know t he code 
o f conduct  and a lso  t he  
Sk i l ls  US A creed.  
 A br eakout  sess io n is  
an ac t iv it y p lanned out  
by a  Sk i l ls  o f f icer ,  v is i -
to r ,  o r  spec ia l guest  t hat  
he lps bu i ld  sk i l ls .  T he  
t h ings on t he breakout  
s e s s io n  a r e  a r r i va l  a t  
1 0 : 0 0 a m .  W a i t  t o  b e 
checked in  f ro m 10-11  
a . m.  T he reg is t ra t io n and  
roo m check- in  a t  t he reg-
i s t r a t io n  t a b l e  i n  t he  
At r ium f ro m 11 :00a. m.  t o  
12 : 30p m.  T he  Ope n ing  
Cere mo ny in t he At r ium 
was f ro m 1 :00- 2 : 00p m.  
The gr eet ing  was fro m 
N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e r  E v e  
R e g g a e  w h i c h  i s  t h e  
t r e a s u r e r  f r o m  2 : 1 5 -  
2 :45p. m.   
 The f i r s t  ice  br eak-
ers  ac t iv it y was co mmu-
n icat io n amo ngst  s t rang-
ers a t  b ingo  fro m 2 :45-
3 :15pm.  T he seco nd ice  
b r e a k e r s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  
bu i ld ing  a  house o f  cards  
f ro m 3 :25-  4 :15pm.  T he  
chapt er  super v ised act iv i -
t ies  was t hey wa lked on 
t he  be a c h  f r o m 4 : 1 5 -  
5 :30pm which  was  t he ir  
br eak .  T hey o rdered p izza  
f ro m 6 : 00-  7 :00pm.  
 T he advanced Ses-
s io n #1 had F inanc ia l  L it -
eracy t aught  by Br and i  
C ir i l lo  f ro m BB&T Bank  
and T rust  Co mpany.  T he  
regu lar  Sess io n #1 had  
“B a na na  S p l i t , ”  w h ic h  
was  E t iquet t e-  Rea l  &  
V ir t ua l  t aught  by Kat he-
r ine Jo hnson & Kr is t en  
Kau f fman f ro m t o  7 :00-
7 :45pm.  
 T he advanced Ses-
s io n #2 was t he Po r t fo l io  
Deve lopment  was t aught  
b y  M a r j o r i e  K e l l m a n 
f ro m Wash ingt on Count y 
Techn ica l  H igh S choo l.  

The  advanced S ess io n#2  
was “E ye Candy”  wh ich  
was  a  Pro fess io na l  Press  
t aught  by Kat her ine K ing ,  
Cad ie  Fo rest a  & R yan 
S ho e ma k e r  f r o m 7 : 5 0 -
8 :35pm.  
 T he  Adv iso r ’ s  Re -
cept io n was he ld  in  t he  
lo unge fro m 8-9p. m.  t o  
9 :00pm.  T hey had a  dance  
in  t he At r ium w it h one  
adv iso r  per  schoo l.  T hey 
had cur few at  11 :30pm.  
On Fr iday No vember  6 ,  
2009 t hey had br eak fast  
in  t he At r ium at  7 :00-  
7 :45am.  
 T he advanced Ses-
s io n #3 was t he Resume 
Deve lop ment  t aught  by  
Pam L ight foo t  fro m No r t h 
Po int  H igh Schoo l fo r  
ST I .  The regu lar  Sess io n  
#3 was “S hake and Bake”  
wh ich was a  no n- ver ba l  
co mmun icat io n t aught  by  
Chr is  G i lber t  t he Graph-
ics I nst ruc t o r  fro m No r t h 
Po int  HS fo r  ST I  fro m 
8 :00-8 :45am.  
 T he advanced Ses-
s io n#4 was Par l ia ment ar y  
Procedure t aught  by Mar -
t ha Lowr y f ro m Fredr ick  
Count y Car eer  and Tech-
no logy Cent er .  T he regu-
l a r  s e s s i o n  # 4  w a s  
“Lea r n ing  t he Rec ipe ” ,  
wh ich  is  Sk i l ls  US A in -
fo r mat io n  t aught  by E ve  
Ragge a  nat iona l sk i l ls  
US A o f f icer  fro m 8 :50-
9 :35  am.  The advanced  
sess io n #5 was int er v iew-
ing  sk i l ls  t aught  by Bon-
n ie  Sk inner  a t  Dr .  James  
A.  Fo r r est  Ca ree r  and  
t echno logy Cent er .  The  
regu lar  sess io n #5 was  
“S weet  Ta lk ” ,  wh ich was  
co mmun icat io n t aught  by  
L a u r e n  M a r t i a n  a n d  
N ico l le t t e  P a r so n f r o m 
9 :40-10: 25 am.  
 F r o m  1 0 : 3 0 - 1 1 : 1 5 ,  
t hey packed and loaded  
t he ir  luggage.  Sess io n #6  
was  “S a lt  and Pepper ” ,  
w h i c h  w a s  t e a m w o r k  
t aught  by Rebecca Sw is-
t ak  a nd  T yk ia  T a y lo r  
f ro m 11:15a. m. -12: 00 pm.  
S e s s i o n  # 7  w a s  
“Measur ing  T he Sk i l ls ” ,  
wh ich is  t he A lu mn i s ign-
o f f t aught  by Denn is  Pea-
ton,  a lumn i coo rd inat o r .  
The advanced sess io n #7  
was  “I c ing  o n t he Cake ” ,  
t aught  by Do ro t hy K ing ,  
t he Board  o f D irec t o rs .  

Keeping Up Wi th STEM 
By Chelsea Cesaro 
 
 The Science Technology 
Engineering and Math (STEM) 
program has had a great year so 
far here at Patterson. The program 
has been very active. Last month 
was the annual STEM competi-
tion which turned out to be a very 
successful event. Ever since the 
competition, the students of the 
program have been keeping up the 
good work and celebrating their 
success as well.  
 Just recently, the Project 
Lead The Way (PLTW) program 
here at Patterson has just cele-
brated their one year anniversary 
for being the only PLTW/
Engineering certified school in 
Baltimore city. Another exciting 
fact about our school’s PLTW 
team is that on December 3rd, 

seven lucky students, Paul Lee, 
Micah Bush, Crishawn Ellis, 
Iesha Hedgepeth, Quinyardo 
McClain, Marshall Ammer, and 
Gabriel Sanjurjo, were all given 
an exciting opportunity to go to 
the University of Maryland Balti-
more County (UMBC) and pre-
sent at the annual PLTW Counsel-
ors’ Conference. All of the stu-
dents were given a week to pre-
pare for the event by making a 
PowerPoint, showing pictures, 
and making a video, explaining 
about PLTW and the program 
here at Patterson. The presentation 
was made at the university to an 
audience of counselors and ad-
ministrators from PLTW schools 
all across the state. STEM and 
PLTW have been very involved 
and active this year so far. Keep 
up the good work!  

 S k i l l s  U S A  

 

“Wrestling with Life” 
   By: Andy Aybar 

 
When life has you on your back, you 

gotta find it in you to fight back. 
 

When you’re tired and there’s only a 
minute left, this is time to prove who the 

best is. 
 

A test, to see how tough you are, nobody 
said life would be easy, but hard. 

 
But with a little bit of help from the 
sidelines, will help be your guide. 

 
NEVER GIVE UP even if you feel like 

you’re gonna dies. 
 

The feelings you get after you beaten an 
opponent, you gotta defeat life cause 

you’re the only one that owns it. 



 Senior Day at Patterson 
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By Alexis Lynch 
 
On November 6, 2009 at Pat-

terson High School, all sports teams 
had a day devoted to seniors only. 
This day was appropriately named 
Senior Day. On Senior Day, all senior 
athletes start the game. There is no 
limit to the amount of time each sen-
ior get to play. How well the senior 
plays determines how long they will 
play in the game. 

Senior Day is not only for 
football, but also for all sports. It gen-
erally takes place the first week of 
November. Since seniors only play 
on Varsity teams are the only ones to 
recognize senior day. 

Being a senior has a lot pros 
and cons but senior day (if you are an 
athlete at Patterson High School) is 
definitely a pro. It was great to see the 
seniors playing the game. The joy on 
their faces was indescribable, as if no 
one or nothing could take away from 
their moment ; their day. Since this is 
their last year the seniors wanted to 
make to make a lasting impression, 
and with the help of their teammates 
they did. 

Though all sports are good a 
particular game that stuck out was the 

Patterson Varsity Football team who 
won 43 to 0 against Northwestern 
High School. No other team had a 
game on senior day, but while talking 
to a senior player on the Varsity foot-
ball. Michael Riddick (also known as 
Riddick) a running back recalled his 
feelings by saying “It felt good, I was 
emotional because I knew that this 
was the last time I was going to play 
for Patterson in front of my peers. By 
winning this game we are headed to 
the playoffs for the first time in three 
years; in three years.” Senior day for 
Patterson varsity football  team was 
an enjoyable day. 

Another senior although she 
didn’t play on senior day but played 
during that week was Latrina Jack-
son. Latrina (captain of the volleyball 
team) led her team to the playoffs on 
November 2, 2009 although they lost 
Trina recalls how she felt being able 
to play volleyball for her last year, we 
could have won but due to certain 
circumstances we did not, but truly I 
am sad because volleyball is my life”. 
 Although I do not play any 
sports at Patterson the two people 
mentioned above make me proud that 
I am still part of the Patterson Clipper 
family. 

The Junior Pinning Ceremony 

 

By Shymia Poindexter 
 
 The Junior Class Pinning 
Ceremony was held on Tuesday 
November 24, 2009 in the cafete-
ria at 10a.m. to declare that the 
class of 2011 are officially jun-
iors. 
 From 9a.m. to 9:50a.m. the 
juniors and their parents ate 
breakfast and communicated with 
other students and parents. There 
were approximately 20 juniors at 
the pinning ceremony. Most of 
the students dressed appropri-
ately.  
 At 9:55 am, the juniors left 
out the cafeteria to line up for the 
processional. Ms. Smith an-
nounced the juniors for them to 
walk through. 
 The Presentation of Colors 
was done by JROTC along with 
the pledge of allegiance. The 
class colors of 2011 are green and 
white. The names of the JROTC 
members are Cadet Captain De-
ana, holding the USA flag. Cadet 
Captain Chica, holding the State 
flag. Cadet tech Sergeant Mur-
phy, holding a rifle. Cadet Senior 
Master Sergeant Johnson holding 
a rifle. Cadent Senior Airman 
Lisa, holding the school flag. 
 The greeting was done by 
Kiara Howard. She welcomed the 
parents and students to the cere-
mony. She introduced Mr. 
Alukwu to the parents. He spoke 
and showed appreciation for the 
parents attending. 
 A poem titled, “Don’t 
Quit,” was read by Ms. Stewart. 
Ms. Roberts, a Transportation & 

Engineering teacher sang a song 
titled, “Greatest Love of All”. 
Mr. Kraus the Professional 
Health Academy principal played 
the keyboards. 
 It was a pleasure and honor 
to allow the Color Guard to be a 
part of the pinning ceremony. “It 
gives the students at Patterson 
High School an opportunity to 
see Color Guard.”  “I wish the 
class of 2011 much success in 
their junior year,” quoted Ser-
geant Smith. 
 Mr. Alukwu said, “It went 
well.” “It was sensational, and 
the parent participation was well. 
Students were well dressed and 
well behaved.” He was given 
positive feedback that this was 
the best ceremony ever and it was 
very organized. 
 Cadet tech Sergeant Mur-
phy replied, “Overall it was really 
nice, we as the JROTC did a 
really nice job at the ceremony.” 

Christmas Traditions in Honduras  

Wrestlers Give it Their All 

By Noel Rivera 
  
 In Honduras, Christmas is 
an important annual holiday 
event for many people, as any 
other country. It is important be-
cause the majority of the people 
are catholic and because it is part 
of traditional family life. During 
Christmas time, all families get 
together and share different types 
of food around the table. 
 One of the most popular Christ-
mas tradition is that people pre-
p a r e  a  d r i n k  n a m e d 
“RONPOPO.” It is a tradition 
from western countries, but it is 
now very much the Honduran 
Christmas beverage of choice. 
This type of drink can be drunk 
hot or cold. It is typically pre-
pared with milk, egg yolks, 
sugar, cinnamon, cloves and liq-
uor of choice, acting as a pre-
servative. 
 During Christmas time, there is a 
catholic celebration that is called 
“POSADAS.” In smaller commu-
nities in Honduras some parts of 
Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula, 
you will see groups of people go-
ing around their neighborhood 
during the nine evenings before 
Christmas praying in each one of 
the church member’s houses, to 
remember the biblical story of 
Joseph and Mary finding no 
room at the inn in Bethlehem. 
 One of the most popular meals 
during Christmas that are most 
commonly eaten in Spanish 
c o u n t r i e s  a r e  t h e 

“NACATAMALES” which are 
also known as “TAMALES.” Ta-
males are eaten all over the coun-
try by almost everyone even 
though these are the oldest form 
of Honduran food that almost all 
people know. 
 Another Christmas tradition for 
Honduran people are the 
“ESTRENOS DE NAVIDAD,” 
which means new Christmas 
clothes. Many people go out and 
buy new clothes on the 24th and 
31st of December. 
 Another significant feature of 
Honduran Christmas are the fire-
works. In any town in the country 
you can see and hear firework 
displays around midnight. 
 One of the most important cele-
brated holiday tradition in Hon-
duras is the Christmas dinner. 
During “NOCHE BUENA” on 
the 24th, the feast begins at mid-
night. The traditional Honduran 
Chr istmas dinner includes 
roasted pork leg and a sweet des-
sert called “TORREJAS,” which 
is a biscuit bread that is made 
with an egg glaze, fried and 
boiled, with cinnamon and brown 
sugar. Dinner can include dried 
fish soup, yucca appetizers, and 
stuffed turkey. 
 The feast continues until the 
early morning. After wishing 
each other a mercy Christmas, 
adults go out and spread the 
cheer. Most Honduran people 
take this opportunity to visit rela-
tives and friends, eat leftovers or 
go to restaurants. 

  By Joseph Hawkins 
 

 The Patterson wrestling 
season has just begun, this year’s 
team consist of  8 returning wres-
tlers and 20 newcomers. They are 
shooting for another champion-
ship, and have a great coach 
which is Chris Stalker, and hope 
to win all of the dual meets as 
well as the city tournament. 
 The returning starters are: 
Joseph “Speedy” Hawkins Cap-
tain, Jeremy Patterson captain, 
Giovanni Aybar captain, Charlie 
Karabaris, Michael Foley, and 
Ramsey Johnson.   
 In the city tournament last 
year, Joseph Hawkins placed 2nd 
in the 119 lbs weight class, Gio-
vanni Aybar placed 2nd in the 112 
lbs weight class, and Jeremy Pat-
terson placed 1st in the 103 lbs 
weight class. For those three 
wrestlers, Stalker hopes to get 
them into the state finals because 
this year is Giovanni and Joseph 
senior year.  
 There was a tournament at 

Parkville on December 4-5, 2009 
where 4 wrestlers placed in the 
top in their weight classes: Domi-
nique branch placed 5th in the 103 
lbs weight class, Joseph Hawkins 
placed 4th in the 119 lbs weight 
class, Jeremy Patterson placed 3rd 
in the 125 lbs weight class, Gio-
vanni Aybar placed 3rd in the 112 
lbs weight class. The Patterson 
wrestling team was at 7th place 
throughout the tournament with 
16 teams competing.  
 The Patterson wrestling 
team’s last loss in a wrestling 
dual meet was January 23, 2008 
against City College. That was a 
great season because the team 
lost only 2 dual meets that sea-
son, and cost none last season. 
Since then the wrestling team has 
won 18 straight meets.  
 Although the wrestling 
team has 20 newcomers, they are 
preparing to win another dual 
meet championship and hoping to 
destroy the competition at the 
Dundalk, Overlea, and the city 
tournament. 


